
 

Your French Property…. What you need to know 

Insuring your dream home 

Once you’ve found your dream French property it’s absolutely crucial that you get it properly covered. 

Without the right insurance policy, you could have problems when you come to claim and find out you 

don’t have the cover you thought.  

Having the right insurance is all about understanding what assets you own, what liabilities you are 

exposed to and what external events can occur which will put you at risk. When purchasing a property 

in France you are able to take over your seller’s existing insurance policy but when considering this 

you should be aware of the coverage and service you will receive.  

The French insurance market 

Local insurance policies can include variations and exclusions relating to burglary, accidental damage 

or personal liability claims. Other pitfalls include theft cover which is restricted when the property is left 

unoccupied. Hopefully any claim you make will not be this serious, but even smaller claims can be 

problematic if it turns out that they are not covered by your policy. Language can also be a barrier 

when it comes to servicing and administering a potential claim.  

To avoid disappointment when a claim occurs, check that what you assume to be covered actually is, 

and compare policies offered locally with those offered by UK insurers specialising in overseas 

properties. Don’t assume that what is covered under your UK home insurance will automatically be 

covered abroad, as the expectation of what should be ‘standard’ cover differs greatly from country to 

country. 

Establishing rebuilding costs 

For buildings insurance, the sum insured should be sufficient to rebuild all buildings as well as all 

outdoor structures such as swimming pools, terracing or perimeter walls. This is often quite different 

to the price you have paid for the property, so it is recommended to get professional advice. 

If you are buying a property in co-ownership, such as an apartment or villa in certain forms of estates, 

you should pay extra attention to the cover that needs to be taken out. It is likely that the co-

ownership will insure the buildings, although the extent of this insurance may vary. You should obtain 

a copy of the co-ownership’s insurance certificate and provide this to your own insurer, to be certain 

all risks are covered.  

Selecting the market value as your sum insured may lead to underinsurance - in which case you will 

be penalised if a claim occurs - or to over insurance, where you will pay unnecessary premiums.  

Check your policy to decide if you need to add an amount to pay for any professional fees. Contents 

should be insured for their replacement value as new - not the value you paid for them or their 

second-hand value. 

  



Should you protect yourselves against being sued? 

Most policies provide liability cover to protect you as owner of the holiday home should someone be 

injured by, for example, a falling roof tile. However if you rent out your property, or if you employ 

domestic staff, you should check that you have cover in place should a guest or an employee get 

injured. 

How do you plan to use your holiday home? 

Whether you plan to use your new home only for holidays, or to rent it out, you need to have 

confidence that your insurance policy gives you proper protection. In France, theft cover can be 

restricted if a home is unoccupied for more than 90 consecutive days, which is not much use for your 

home if it will only be occupied for a few months a year. We have access to policies where theft cover 

applies even when the property is unoccupied for extended periods and will even pay your travel 

expenses if you need to get out there in an emergency. 

For more information or for a personal quotation for your French Property please call the team on 

01473 343300, e-mail us at privateclients@ryan-group.co.uk  
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